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prominence by his sculpture The Slave Auc-
tion. During the Civil War he executed sev-
eral small groups of war subjects, which be-
came very popular, but he is more widely
known by his groups representing scenes in
American life. Among his most popular
groups are John Alden and Priseilla, The
Town Pump, Going for the Cows and The
Charity Patient. These have been extensively
reproduced in bronze, and in easts for schools.
The statue of General Reynolds in front of
the City Hall, Philadelphia, is one of his
most celebrated large works.
ROGERS, randolph (1825-1892), a,
famous American sculptor, born at "Water-
loo, New York. He engaged in business in
New York and Ann Arbor, Michigan, and in
1846 he went to Rome, where he studied for
four years with Bartolini and other sculp-
tors. Upon his return he acquired a repu-
tation. His statues, Nydia, the Blind Girl
of Pompeii and 'Boy and a Dog, among them,
are worthy of high praise. From 1855 until
his death he lived in Italy. He designed
and modeled the bronze doors of the addi-
tion to the Capitol at Washington, built in
1855, and he made the figures of Marshall,
Mason and Nelson for the Richmond (Va.)
Washington Monument. His most celebrated
works are the colossal statue America
(Providence, R. L), G-enius of Connecticut
(Hartford), and a figure representing the
state of Michigan (Detroit).
ROGERS, will (1879-1935), American
actor and author, was born in Oolagah, I. T,,
and received a limited school education. First
as an entertainer with a cowboy "rope" and
then as a witty monologuist, he rose to fame
in vaudeville. His humorous comments on
life and manners brought him a large audi-
ence. From vaudeville, Rogers ventured into
radio and motion pictures, in which his
quaint humor found full expression. He
traveled much by air, and met his death with
Wiley Post in a crash in Alaska. Rogers was
the author of What We Laugh At; Letters of
a Self-Made Diplomat to His President.
ROIiAND, a celebrated hero of the ro-
mances of chivalry. According to story, he was
a nephew of Charlemagne, in whose army he
fought against the Saracens in Spain. He
was a brave, unsuspicious, loyal warrior, of
simple disposition. According to the Song
of Roland, an old French epic, he was killed
in the Battle of Eoncesvalles, after a desper-
ate struggle with the Saracens, who had at
 tacked Chalemagne's rear guard. In Italian
literature he is known as Orlando. Boiardo's
celebrated romantic epic Orlando Innamorato
and Ariosto's Orlando Funoso are stories of
Roland and his exploits.
ROLAND DE LA PLATIERE, ro lahN'
de la platyair', marie or manon jeanne
philipon, Madame (1754-1793), a French-
woman who was very prominent during the
early part of the French Revolution. She
was precocious from childhood and delighted
especially in philosophical and ethical works.
She married, in 1780, Jean Marie Roland
de la Platiere. Shortly after the outbreak
of the Revolution, her home became the meet-
ing place for the Girondist leaders, and she
was active in support of the Girondists, even
after they lost their influence. In June, 1793,
she was thrown into prison, and in November
of the same year she was executed. Just
before her execution she uttered words that
have become historic: "0 Liberty! what
crimes are committed in thy name!" Dur-
ing her imprisonment she wrote memoirs.
ROLFE, john (1585-1622), one of the
early English colonists in America, cele-
brated as the husband of the famous Indian
Princess Poeahontas. WTien Rolf e landed in
Yirginia, in 1610, he saw Poeahontas at
Jamestown, where she was held as a hostage
by the deputy-governor for the purpose of
bringing her father, the powerful chief
Powhatan, to terms. Rolf e married her and
took her to England. One son was born to
them, and his descendants have figured prom-
inently in Yirginia history. John Rolfe ia
said to have been the first white man to
cultivate tobacco. See pocahontas.
ROLFE, william james (1827-1910),
one of the greatest of American authorities
on the life and works of Shakespeare, was
born in Newburyport, Mass., and was gradu-
ated at Amherst College. After completing
his college work he became head master of
schools at Dorchester, Lawrence, Salem and
Cambridge, and from 1904 to 1906 was presi-
dent oo. Emerson College of Oratory, Boston.
His first Shakespearean work appeared in
1867 j among his productions are Shake-
speare the Boy; Life of Shakespeare; Shake-
speare Proverbs, and Life of William Shake-
speare.
ROLLER, a strange Old World bird,
named for its habit of tumbling in the air
while flying and for tossing its food above its
head and catching it on its descent.

